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NOTES ON 
THE TASMANIAN "BLACK WAR" 
1827 • 1830 
[By J. C. H. GILL, B.A., LL.B.] 
(Read to a meeting of The Royal Historical Society 
of Queensland on 23 May 1968.) 
(AU Rights Reserved) 
The Tasmanian Aboriginal, in general, and my topic, in 
particular, have an extensive bibliography and much archival 
material is also avaUable in the State Archives of Tasmania 
and in the Mitchell and Dixson Collections in the PubUc 
Library of New South Wales. 
James Bonwick (in 1870), J. E. Calder (1875) and C. 
TumbuU (1948) aU wrote accounts of the Black War con-
jointly with an account of the extirpation of the Tasmanoids.* 
It is obvious that to cover the subject properly one would 
require 900 pages instead of the 9,000 words to which I am 
Umited. Furthermore, unlimited time to research amongst 
archival material would be needed and research of this nature 
has not been possible at all. 
However, before Bonwick's work in 1870 there had 
already been written a number of Histories of Tasmania, as 
you will note from my own bibliography. MelvUle and 
Bischoff are virtuaUy contemporary with the topic and West 
little more than twenty years after the event. With these as 
my principal sources for the events of 1827-1830 I have 
sought briefly to recapitulate the sad story from its sorry 
beginning to its tragic aftermath with some observations on 
possible causes and effects. 
AN ENIGMA 
The Tasmanian aborigines, like all extinct peoples, must 
remain perforce something of an enigma, despite the fact 
that the last of them died within living memory. In this 
regard I should at this point mention that the last surviving 
full-blooded male, William Lanney, died in 1869 at the age 
of 34, whUst the last female in Tasmania, Truganini, died at 
1. E. Flinn. History, Politics and Economy of Tasmania in the Literature 
1856-1959, pp. 1 and 5. 
496 
Hobart in 1876 at the age of 73 years. However, when she 
died there was stiU living on Kangaroo Island, South Aus-
tralia, one of four aboriginal women carried there by the 
sealers earlier in the century. At her death in 1888 the 
Tasmanian race became extinct.^ Other sources indicate, 
however, that Truganini was about ten years younger than 
the Australian Encyclopedia states.^ 
There is a division of opinion on the origin of the Tas-
manoids. The Australian Encyclopedia mentions two 
theories to account for their presence in Tasmania referring 
to them as a negritoid people. One derives them from negri-
toid inhabitants of Australia who crossed by land to Tas-
mania before the flooding of Bass Strait and who are now 
either extinct on the Mainland or represented there at most 
by small isolated groups, more or less hybrid, such as the 
group in the North Queensland rain forest area referred to 
by Sir Kenneth Eraser last year."* The other theory derives 
them more directly from the original negritoid inhabitants of 
Melanesia, some of whom reached Tasmania by sea. The 
second theory has a number of variations including an unpre-
meditated drift voyage from New Caledonia of a storm-
driven group of ancestral castaways.^ 
RACIAL AFFINITIES 
On the other hand, Dr. N. J. B. Plomley points out that 
lack of information on many essential points has meant that 
even today, when anthropology is an established science, 
which it was not a hundred years ago, there is little real 
understanding of the racial affinities of the Tasmanians. 
Part of the confused thinking in discussions concerning the 
origin of the Tasmanians is due, he says, to the fact that the 
word "origin" is used to mean both racial origin and geogra-
phical origin. After considering the question at length and 
pointing out that the Tasmanians were a small isolated group 
and in the 8,000-10,000 years of their isolation there would 
have been ample scope for much change in gene frequencies 
in the population and even for a mutant form to have spread 
widely. Dr. Plomley concludes that altogether there is as yet 
too little information to justify more than conjectural 
opinions as to the racial affinities and migration route of the 
Tasmanians.^ 
2. A.E., Vol. I, p. 106. 
3. Plomley, p. 987. 
K. R. Von Stieglitz, Six Pioneer Women of Tasmania, p. 31. 
4. Journal R. Hist. S. Qld., Vol. VIII, No. 2 (1966-1967), pp. 359-360. 
5. A.E., Vol. I, p. 105. 
6. Plomley, pp. 14-21. 
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TOWTERER, a Native Chief, from a pencU and wash portrait by WilUam 
Buelow Gould. 
In any event there seems to be fairly general agreement 
that irrespective of origins the Tasmanians were present in 
Tasmania from about 8,000 B.C., give or take a millenium. 
PRIMITIVE NOMADS 
They were not a numerous people. The 26,000 square 
miles of their rock-bound environment, at once a prison and 
a fortress, with its rigorous climate, and despite its areas of 
great fertility, were not conducive to proliferation. Then, 
they were and remained a race of primitive nomads. Their 
artifacts were palaeolithic; wooden weapons (spear and 
waddy), stone hand tools (including microliths of careful 
finish), bone awls and spatulas, plaited vegetable fibre bas-
kets and water vessels fashioned from kelp fastened by 
wooden skewers. Short sea voyages could be made and 
estuaries crossed in a canoe-raft made from three bundles 
of bark lashed together. They relied for food on what they 
could obtain by the chase or from the seashore. Scale fish 
were not eaten, but shellfish, Crustacea and the large sea 
mammals were eagerly sought. Migratory birds and their 
eggs were also highly regarded. Plant foods included fungi, 
tuberous roots and berries. Agriculture was not practised 
nor was animal husbandry.^ 
7. A.E. Vol I, pp. 104/5; Plomley, p. 16. 
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The total population at the time of the advent of the 
European (not counting the earlier explorers) in 1803 is a 
matter for conjecture. Estimates from as few as 700 to as 
many as 20,000 have been put forward. Dr. Plomley con-
siders that here again there is little information on which to 
base an enquiry, but estimates based on tribal distribution 
and size suggest that the population numbered about 4,000.* 
Therefore we are probably as near the mark as it is possible 
to be, should we say the Tasmanians numbered several 
thousands in 1803. 
TRIBAL ORGANISATION 
Their social organisation was tribal and groups of tribes 
were associated. The tribes were not large; each was pro-
bably composed of a small number of famUies led by a chief. 
The chief seems to have been the best warrior who, if he 
survived to old age, could become the tribal sage whilst the 
actual chieftainship passed into younger, more vigorous 
hands. The vendetta system ayyears to have applied to per-
sonal disputes involving a killing, but intertribal disputes 
seem to have been settled by individual combat rather than 
general warfare. Intra-tribal marriage was permitted, but 
exogamy was also practised. The males hunted on land, but 
the women hunted the seafood and did most of the work of 
the camp.' 
The tribes occupied areas whose boundaries were definite. 
Intrusion by other tribes was resented. During the warmer 
months the tribes roamed and hunted in their respective 
areas in the interior; in the colder months they retreated to 
the coast. They followed definite routes and were so regular 
in their movements that early settlers were able to anticipate 
their arrival and departure.'" 
European history became cognisant of the existence of the 
Tasmanians when Tasman in 1642 (2 December) found 
evidence of human occupation in Frederick Hendrik Bay. 
Whilst he did not see any people the notched trees found, 
with five feet between the notches, led him to conclude they 
either possessed some unusual method of climbing or were 
of gigantic stature." 
FIRST EUROPEANS 
The Tasmanians met their first Europeans on 4 and 5 
March 1772, when Marian's expedition of two ships ("Mas-
8. Plomley, p. 18; Cf. A.E., Vol. I, p. 104. 
9. Plomley, p. 17. 
10. A.E., Vol. I, p. 104. 
11. West, Vol. I, pp. 6/7; Vol. II, p. 1; The Journal of Abel Jansz Tasman 
1642 (Ed. G. H. Kenihan, pp. 25/6). 
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carin" and "Marquis de Castries") anchored in Frederick 
Henry or North Bay (not to be confused with Tasman's 
anchorage of 130 years earlier). The French approach to 
the natives was friendly and the latter reciprocated. Unfor-
tunately the gap between the two cultures was too great. 
Marian's inadvertent misuse of a fire stick (when it was 
handed to him he thought it was an invitation to light an 
adjacent pile of firewood which he promptly did) resulted 
in an immediate and ferocious attack on his party with a 
shower of stones and spears, which wounded several includ-
ing Marian, himself. The French replied with musket fire 
and kiUed one Tasmanian, whose body they recovered and 
examined very thoroughly, even washing the corpse to ascer-
tain the true colour of skin under the encrusted grime of 
years.'^ 
The unfortunate kUUng resulting from the first encounter 
between Europeans and Tasmanians did not set the tone for 
subsequent encounters between the explorers and the natives. 
Cook (1777), Bligh (1788), D'Entrecasteaux (1792), Bass 
and Flinders (1799) and Baudin (1802) aU encountered 
groups of Tasmanians and found them to be friendly. The 
French, and in particular Labillardiere, the naturaUst of the 
D'Entrecasteaux expedition, have left by far the most useful 
records concerning the aborigines." (It was the day of the 
"child of nature" and of the "noble savage" in France and 
this may account for the keenness of the observers to note 
every detail they could of the demeanour and way of life of 
what was obviously one of the world's most isolated races.) 
FLEETING CONTACTS 
The fleeting contacts the explorers had with the Tas-
manians did nothing to alter the manner of living of the 
latter. Any incidents that had occurred due to the tactless-
ness or impudence of the visitors had been smoothed over 
and the general overtone of friendliness on both sides, in 
consequence, had been in no way abated. 
West says of the explorers and of the natives: 
"Such as we have given, is their (the explorers') testi-
mony to the social aspect of the native character; nothing 
unfavourable is omitted. In a people so gentle and affable, 
it is difficult to recognise the race afterwards covered with 
sores, wasted by want and vice, or animated with revenge; 
and who filled the colony with disgust and terror."^'' 
West completed his history in 1852, by which time it was 
12. Plomley, p. 22; West, Vol I, p. 8; A.E., Vol. I, p. 104. 
13. Plomley, p. 22; West, Vol. II, p. 3-5. 
14. West, Vol. II, p. 6. 
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evident that it would be a matter of years only before the 
Tasmanoids became extinct. In closing his "mournful 
record" of the Tasmanians in that section of his work 
devoted to the aborigines he examines the reasons for what 
has happened to the Tasmanians. WhUst he considers that 
"the current of immigration wiU not be diverted by abstract 
questions of human rights, nor will states model their policy 
to preserve the barbarian" he reflects that "though the native 
had not exclusive natural rights, he possessed the attributes 
of man, and the government was bound to ascertain his wants 
and protect his interest in the country. England, how-
ever, forgot the aborigine: she secured him no refuge— 
provided no interpreter to his feelings; his language was 
unknown, and his testimony inadmissible."'^ 
"RECORD OF INTENTION" 
He refers to Lord Hobart's instruction to Lieutenant-
Governor Collins on 7 February 1803: 
"You are to endeavour, by every means in your power, 
to open an intercourse with the natives, and to conciliate 
their goodwill—enjoining all persons under your govern-
ment to live in amity and kindness with them; and if any 
person shall exercise any acts of violence against them, or 
shall wantonly give them any interruption in the exercise 
of their several occupations, you are to cause such 
offender to be brought to punishment, according to the 
degree of the offence."'^ 
This West says: 
"was a record of intention, not a development of govern-
ment. The ministry washed their hands, and averted their 
eyes; and threw upon the colony the responsibility of the 
inevitable crime. But the government of England, not only 
left undefined the obligations it seemed to confess: it did 
more; it let loose on the shores of Tasmania its outcasts, 
its robbers, and its homicides; it released their bonds, and 
sent them forth to contest with the native for the animals 
of chase—to cross his path unwatched—to destroy him 
unpunished. Crimes of every kind were visited, save this. 
For a word, or a look, the felon was brought to the 
triangle; but when he shot down the native, and acquired 
distinction by his butcheries, justice became scrupulous: 
the laws were silent—religion and humanity were sUent; 
and the fallen black, like the uprooted forest, was thought 
of as an encumbrance removed!"'^ 
15, 
16. 
17. 
idem 
idem 
idem 
, p. 92. 
, p. 94; H.R.A.I., 
, p. 94. 
Vol. IV, p. 12, 
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Then he writes of the triumph of colonisation, but, he 
says, 
"the question which includes the fate of the aborigines— 
what will become of them?—must check exultation. The 
black wiU invade rights he does not comprehend; seize on 
stragglers from those flocks, which have driven off his 
game; and wound the heel which ultimately treads him to 
the dust. Such is the process—it is carelessly remarked, 
that the native is seen less often; that it is long since he 
ventured to cross the last line, where death set up land-
marks in the slain. At length the secret comes out: the 
tribe which welcomed the first settler with shouts and 
dancing, or at its worst looked on with indifference, has 
ceased to live."'* 
CAUSES OF EXTERMINATION 
What brought about this extermination? Quoting from 
West again, we find that "The state of the census was equaUy 
reprehensible: England not only forgot the prescriptions of 
nature, and formed communities of men, but the inevitable 
consequence to the natives was utterly neglected. It would 
be impossible even to hint the series of facts, which are 
authenticated to the writer, and which strangely blend 
ferocity and lust. The sealer or stockman, who periled his 
life to accomplish the abduction of a native female, thought 
that danger but fairly avenged by the destruction of her 
relatives! Thus far the government was remiss and culpable. 
The crimes of individuals, without diminishing their guilt, 
must be traced to those general causes, which are subject to 
the disposal of statesmen and legislators."'' 
West was after all a mid-Victorian clergyman, as well as 
an historian, and the mores of his day precluded his being 
more explicit as to the reasons for the decline of the Tas-
manians. 
Dr. Plomley is a modern scientist and not bound by the 
conventions to which West was subject. His statement of the 
principal causes for the decline of the Tasmanians from the 
time of European settlement is clear and succinct and I 
repeat it verbatim: 
"(a) the introduction of European diseases; 
(b) the occupation by the settlers of the tribal hunting 
grounds and areas in which food was obtained; 
(c) the injury and killing of the natives, especially by 
the sealers, the shepherds and stockmen, and the 
bushrangers; 
18. idem , p . 95. 
19. idem , p . 94. 
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(d) the removal of women from the tribes for prostitu-
tion and slavery; and 
(e) the general disruption of tribal life due to the above 
causes and to the lack of regulated contact with the 
Europeans." 
EFFECTS NOT UNIFORM 
The effects were probably not uniform, being greatest in 
the areas of contact, so that the west coast tribes were the 
last to feel the full effects of European occupation. Disease 
once introduced would have been less dependent upon direct 
contact between the two peoples, and there is some evidence 
that it may have been of importance even before settlement, 
becoming established as a result of contacts with the earlier 
visitors."^" 
In support of his statement about disease, Plomley in a 
note says: 
"Here one might point to the records of the visiting 
expeditions. Thus LabiUardiere mentions finding the 
partly burnt remains of a young woman, on a cremation 
site (?) in May 1792; and Peron saw two cremation sites 
in Oyster Bay in February 1802."2i 
EFFECTS OF DISEASE 
Whilst on the subject of disease I think it would be appro-
priate to mention what Sir GrenfeU Price in a paper on "The 
Importance of Disease in History" had to say on the destruc-
tion of the Tasmanoids: 
"I have tried to discover how far the Tasmanoids were 
exterminated by murder and stupidity, and how far by 
disease. Their numbers when the first white settlers 
arrived have been estimated at anything from 1,100 to 
8,000. Robinson, the famous 'Protector,' who travelled 
widely, gave from 6,000 to 8,000, but later calculations 
based upon some 20 tribes with an average of 100 persons, 
made an estimate of 2,000. Disease appeared even before 
the Black War of the 1820's, and J. E. Calder wrote that 
6,000 out of 7,000 must have died in their encampments. 
The war, primarily due to native retaliation for unspeak-
able atrocities, which the authorities left completely 
unpunished, led to the slaughter of several hundred abori-
ginals, but disease was clearly at work, for Robinson, who 
brought in some 200 survivors, reported a rapid faU in 
numbers on the remote west coast, one tribe having 
20. Plomley, pp. 18/19, 964/7. 
21. Plomley, n. 26, p. 36, pp. 964/5. 
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declined from six or seven hutfuUs of people to one only 
hutfuU between 1830 and 1832. He attributed these 
deaths to pulmonary disease during a particularly severe 
winter, but the Tasmanoids inhabited the island for several 
thousand years and the sudden decimation was obviously 
due to some form of exotic disease."^^ 
BEGINNING OF "BLACK WAR" 
The Australian Encyclopedia article on the Tasmanian 
Aborigines under a sub-heading entitled "The Black War" 
informs us that the intelligent though primitive Tasmanians 
did not long survive the impact of white civUisation. When 
the first settlement was made at Risdon Cove on the River 
Derwent (September 1803) few Tasmanians were seen, for 
at that time of the year they were at their hunting grounds 
in the central highlands. Early in May 1804, however, a 
large party of men, women and chUdren, driving a herd of 
kangaroos before them, as was their practice in hunting, 
made an appearance. Without provocation, the officer in 
charge, Lieutenant Moore (Lieutenant Bowen was absent) 
gave the order to fire, killing a number of aborigines and 
wounding others. That was the beginning of what came to 
be termed "The Black War."" 
When news of the Risdon affray was conveyed to 
Lieutenant-Governor Collins at Hobart Town on the other 
side of the Derwent he was most disturbed and called for a 
full explanation from Moore. The latter made the excuse 
that a settler named Birt and his wife, whose shack was in 
the path of the natives, had been menaced and he had sought 
to protect them.2'* 
DISPLACED FROM HUNTING GROUNDS 
The Tasmanians strongly resented the seizure of the open 
forest country, their best hunting grounds, which the early 
settlers occupied as sheep pastures. Then, in 1805, there 
was a serious food shortage in the colony, and almost the 
only meat obtainable was that procured by kangaroo hunting. 
Thus in a short space of time the aborigines found themselves 
displaced from their favourite hunting grounds and their food 
supply seriously depleted. Most of the kangaroo hunters and 
stockmen were convicts, who regarded the natives as sub-
human and treated them accordingly." It must not be over-
22. GrenfeU Price, pp. 9/10 (Vide also Plomley, p. 965). 
23. A.E., Vol. I, p. 106. 
24. HRA III, VoL I, pp. 238 and 242. 
25. A.E., Vol. I, p. 106. 
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looked that settlement at Port Dalrymple, near the mouth 
of the Tamar, commenced in November 1804, which meant 
that white expansion was taking place simultaneously from 
both the north and south of the island. 
ACTIVITIES OF THE WHALERS 
Another disruptive factor in the lives of the Tasmanians 
was the activities of whalers and sealers on the coasts of 
Tasmania and among the Bass Strait Islands. SeaUng began 
in the Strait about 1798 and by 1803 there was a resident 
population on the islands of seamen, beachcombers, time-
expired men and runaway convicts and anyone else to whom 
the idea of "out of sight, out of mind" was attractive. There 
is little record of their activities as none of them had any 
wish for these to be known. However, one thing is clear and 
that is that the sealers must almost from the first have become 
possessed of native women for prostitution and for slavery 
and that most of the men had a "plurality of women."^^ 
On 28 September 1815 a Mr. W. Stewart made a report 
to Colonial Secretary Campbell regarding the "predatory 
boats" on the coasts of Tasmania and ill-treatment of native 
women used as slaves. The pertinent passage from the report 
says: 
"They (the Europeans concerned) have also a custom 
of getting the native women of Van Diemen's Land among 
them, who they mostly obtain by force and keep them as 
Slaves or Negroes, hunting and foraging for them, who 
they transfer and (lispose of from one to another as their 
own property; very few of whom ever see their Native 
Home, being away for numbers of years, and if they do 
not comply with their desires or orders in hunting, etc., 
they by way of punishment half hang them, cut their heads 
with clubs in a Shocking Manner, or flog them most 
unmercifuUy with Cats made of Kangaroo Sinews; several 
of them have from two to six women, who they claim as 
their own private property in this Manner."^' 
TRIBES DEPLETED OF WOMEN 
By 1830 the affected tribes became so seriously depleted 
of their women that Robinson the Conciliator could report 
that in the north-east (east of a line from the Tamar to the 
Derwent) there were only three females among 72 males 
(3 and 15 November 1830). The regions not accessible to 
the raids of the sealers, as on the west coast south of the 
Arthur River, the sex ratio was more or less normal. 
26. Plomley, p. 23. 
27. HRA III, Vol. II, pp. 575/6. 
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The removal of females from the tribes must have been a 
continuing process, not so much because of changes among 
the sealers or losses in boat accidents (which would have 
affected the sealers and their women more or less equally), 
but because of the greater contact of these women with 
European disease. 
Others besides the sealers took possession of native 
women, but their depredations are likely to have been much 
less severe than those of the sealers. Disruption of family 
life by removal of the women involved not only the breaking 
down of family and tribe, but also the loss of one of the sexes 
from the breeding population. The absence or small num-
ber of children among the remnants of the eastern tribes 
points clearly to the effect upon the breeding population.^* 
Even the half-caste population was kept at a low level in 
the Straits, as the sealers encouraged the abducted women to 
murder their chUdren in infancy (Robinson, 25 December 
1830)^' obviously for the reasons that a woman with a nurs-
ing chUd was handicapped both for work and cohabitation. 
CAUSES OF DEATH 
The effects of exotic disease have already been noted. Dr. 
Plomley suggests, from an examination made by Dr. Fattorini 
(later to feature in the annals of Port Macquarie, N.S.W.) 
and Robinson's description of symptoms and the course of 
iUness, that the cause of death was a viral infection of the 
respiratory system followed by bacterial infection with 
pyemic organisms, or alternatively a virulent pyemic 
infection. However, such disease affected the popula-
tion generally, not special sections of it. It is likely that 
another introduced disease may have affected particularly 
the breeding population. This was venereal disease. Plomley 
finds it difficult to assess the importance of this disease 
among the Tasmanians. There are a number of references 
in Robinson's journals to the "loathsome disease."^" 
Sir Grenfell Price, in the paper already referred to, states 
that the sealers objected violently to the loss of their women 
although in some cases they had so riddled them with syphilis 
that they were complete cripples.^' 
The presence of venereal disease could have predisposed 
to sterility, as well as caused the death of infants and chUdren 
of diseased parents.^^ 
28. Plomley, pp. 966/7. 
29. Plomley, p. 300 (Vide also West, Vol II, pp. 79 and 80). 
30. Plomley, pp. 965 and 967. 
31. Grenfell Price, p. 10. 
32. Plomley, p. 967. 
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DEPREDATIONS OF BUSHRANGERS 
The depredations of the bushrangers, runaway convicts 
who bedeviUed the Colony from about 1810 onwards, also 
had their effect in souring the normally friendly disposition 
of the Tasmanoids. Thus West commenting on the time 
when the natives first became formidable refers to it as the 
time when "armed bushrangers scoured the colony; some-
times the allies of the natives, much oftener their oppressors. 
Outlaws themselves, they inculcated the arts of violence." 
The improved caution and cunning of the natives, so often 
noticed by the Govemment, were ascribed in no small degree 
to the treacherous lessons of degraded Europeans. But when 
the bushranger did not employ these people as the instm-
ments of his designs, by fear or cruelty, he often destroyed 
them: thus Lemon and Brown set up the natives as marks to 
fire at. The irritated savage confounded the armed, though 
unoffending stockkeeper, with his marauding countrymen, 
and missing the object of his premeditated vengeance, 
speared the first substitute he encountered."^^ 
THE INEXORABLE TIDE 
The Lieutenant-Governors, from CoUins to Arthur (i.e. 
from 1804 to 1836), from time to time issued proclamations 
commanding that the aborigines should be protected.^ "* These 
protestations of benevolent interest were of no avail in stem-
ming the tide that was inexorably overwhelming the Tas-
manians. 
The Europeans far from the eye of authority continued 
to wreak their will on the natives. Melville is moved to say: 
"These poor bewildered creatures had been treated worse 
than were any of the American tribes by the Spaniards"^^— 
strong censure indeed! He goes on 
"if it were possible in a work like this to record but a 
tithe of the murders committed on these poor harmless 
creatures, it would make the reader's blood run cold at 
the bare recital. One case may suffice. A respectable 
young gentleman, who was out kangaroo hunting, in 
jumping over a dead tree, observed a black native 
crouched by the stem, as if to hide himself. The hunts-
man observing the white of the eye of the native, was 
induced to examine the prostrate being, and finding it 
only to be a native, he placed the muzzle of his piece to 
his breast and shot him dead on the spot."^* 
33. West, Vol. II, p. 17. 
34. HRA III, Vol I, p. 281; West, Vol. II, pp. 8-10 and 12; MelvUle, pp 24 
and 59; Bischoff, pp. 205/207, 211/2 and 215. 
35. Melville, p. 23. 
36. idem , and footnote. 
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Robinson records on 10 November 1830: 
"In the course of the day was shewn the grave where 
the woman had been buried who had been murdered by 
Jem Everitt (a sealer). She was a fine black woman 
named Woreth Male Yer Pode Yer, a native of Pipers 
River. She was up at the house and he stood in the bush 
and shot her through the breast. . . . He murdered her 
because she did not clean the mutton birds to please him. 
After this Thompson sent him a woman, he having three 
women."" 
FREQUENT ATTACKS BY LAWLESS CHARACTERS 
Bischoff's "History of Van Diemen's Land" has an appen-
dix entitled "Treatment of the Aborigines." It consists of 
despatches between Arthur and the Colonial Office including 
reports and extracts of reports of the Aborigines Committee 
appointed by Arthur in 1830. The Committee refers to 
frequent attacks made on the natives 
"by lawless and desperate characters for the purpose of 
carrying off native women and chUdren; attempts which, if 
resisted, the aggressors did not scruple to accomplish with 
circumstances of dreadful and unnecessary barbarity. In 
exempUfication of this assertion, the Committee cannot 
but mention one fact, which, from its atrocity, would have 
appeared to them perfectly incredible, had it not been 
confirmed by testimony which they cannot doubt. A per-
son named Carrots, since dead, is known to have boasted, 
that having killed a native, in his attempt to carry off his 
wife, he cut off the dead man's head, and obliged the 
woman to go with him, carrying it suspended round her 
neck."38 
WUliam Mann says: 
"I have been credibly informed that they (the stock-
keepers) were in the habit of emasculating the men that 
they might obtain undisputed possession of their gins 
(wives); and many murderous conflicts took place between 
them chiefly on this account."^' 
SUPERSTITIOUS FEARS 
Melville explains how the superstitious fears of the Tas-
manians kept them from moving at night. As a result, the 
colonists would seek out their camps and attack during the 
hours of darkness. He cites an eye-witness description of 
one of these scenes: 
37. Plomley, p. 270. 
38. Bischoff, p. 205. 
39. Mann, W., Six Years' Residence in the AustraUan Provinces, p. 56. 
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"One man was shot, he sprang up, turned round like a 
whipping top, and fell dead: the party then went up to the 
fires, found a great number of waddies and spears, and an 
infant sprawling on the ground, which one of the party 
pitched into one of the fires. It cannot be wondered that 
the aborigines should have such a deadly hatred against 
people who could treat them thus!"'"' 
West records that 
"It is not, however, true that cruelty was always un-
punished. A man was severely flogged for exposing the 
ears of a boy he had mutilated; and another for cutting off 
the little finger of a native, and using it as a tobacco 
stopper. (Eyewitness account. )'"*' 
Melville, however, asserts: 
"Not one single individual was ever brought to a Court 
of Justice for offences committed against these harmless 
creatures.""*^ 
SUMMARY FLOGGINGS 
He appears to have been correct with one exception. 
Floggings could be awarded summarily by virtually anybody 
in authority, but a charge or an indictment of some sort 
would have been necessary to bring a malefactor before a 
Court. The one lone exception was the very first case heard 
in the Supreme Court after its establishment in 1824. 
William Tibbs, a convict, was found guilty of the man-
slaughter of an aborigine and sentenced, but later his convic-
tion was quashed and he was discharged, so the substance 
of Melville's claim stands. 
The account of atrocities given is minimal, but sufficient, 
1 think, to make my point that by the time Lieutenant-
Governor Arthur took up office on 14 May 1824, the Tas-
manoids had reached the point where desperation would 
soon compel them to oppose their puny forces against the 
might of the European civUisation. 
During 1824, the activities of the bushrangers again flared 
up, but after just on two years of unremitting effort this evU 
was again subdued. However, on 15 November 1826, we 
find Arthur writing to Under Secretary Hay, with evident 
feeling: 
"You will be gratified to hear that the system of Bush-
ranging is in a great degree kept under; but, as one evU 
is extinguished, another seems to kindle up, and we are 
40. Melville, pp. 75/6. 
41. West, Vol. H, p. 9. 
42. MelvUle, p. 60. 
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now very much embarrassed by the Aborigines, who have 
lately been extremely troublesome and committed some 
very barbarous murders amongst the distant Stock-
keepers.""^ 
PROTECTION FOR SETTLERS 
By this time, the expansion of settlement was being ham-
pered, although not completely frustrated—the muskets and 
pistols saw to that. However, the Government was forced 
in November 1827 to take action to protect the settlers, 
providing army personnel to occupy posts at strategic points, 
from whence they could proceed swiftly to the aid of threat-
ened settlers. 
That this had become necessary appears due to Arthur's 
lack of resolution in handling the situation. 
The trials and executions of Musquito (a Sydney abori-
ginal who turned outlaw and formed his own tribe of Tas-
manians) and Black Jack (a Tasmanian of Musquito's band) 
for the murder of William HoUyoak, a stockman (in the case 
of Musquito), and Patrick Macarthy (or M'Arthur), stock-
man (in the case of Black Jack), on 24 February 1825, and 
of Jack and Dick (two Tasmanians) for the murder of 
Thomas CoUey, a stockman, on 13 September 1826, had 
done little to inspire the confidence of the natives in the 
English system of justice.'*" EspeciaUy as the atrocities 
against them continued unabated and unchecked. 
At the end of November 1826 (29th) Arthur issued 
another proclamation, this urging the need to capture cer-
tain natives who, making use of what they had learnt in 
previous intercourse with Europeans, were said to be direct-
ing the attacks upon the settlers. This had the effect of 
legalising the attacks upon the natives.''^  
SLAUGHTER PARTIES 
However, these measures in no whit abated the native 
attacks and it became "common for parties of the civilised 
portion of society to scour the bush" for, and, on making a 
find, to slaughter parties of natives."* 
The press was now urging the removal of the natives from 
the country as the only protection for the settlers; "if not 
they will be hunted down like wild beasts and destroyed." 
43. HRA III, Vol. V, p. 435. 
44. West, Vol. II, pp. 14/5, 18/9; MelvUle, pp. 31/2, 35, 55-59; Plomley, pp. 
28/9. 
45. West, Vol. II, pp. 26/7; Plomley, p. 29. 
46. MelviUe, p. 75. 
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Posters affixed to trees by Lieut.-Govemor Arthur to illustrate to the aborigines 
the white man's justice. 
King Island was thought to be the most suitable place to 
put them.''^  
On 29 November 1827 Arthur renewed the 1826 Procla-
mation and as previously stated provided mUitary protection 
for the settlers. He hoped that these measures, with the 
support of the settlers, would lead to the natives being driven 
from the settled districts. 
47. Plomley, p. 29. 
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ARTHUR'S NOTORIOUS PROCLAMATION 
Then on 15 AprU 1828 Arthur made his great effort. On 
that day he issued his notorious (it cannot be said to be 
famous—for it failed miserably—or infamous, for he meant 
well) "Demarcation Proclamation" (Appendix I ) , by which 
the natives were forbidden to enter the settled districts of 
the colony. They were allotted regions which they might 
inhabit and could pass through the settled districts to the 
sea shore if the chiefs guaranteed quiet passage and had a 
pass under the hand and seal of the Governor. Melville and 
West are both at some pains to point out that this remarkable 
document was drawn by the Attorney-General, whose mental 
aberration led to his removal from office."* 
West indicates that pictures were suspended in the woods 
to convey the necessary information to the natives."' The 
frontispiece of G. C. Ingleton's "True Patriots All" is a 
reproduction of one of these posters which were originally 
painted on wood. It is analogous to the present-day picture 
strip cartoon. The first picture shows a friendly mingling of 
the two races; the next shows the Governor shaking hands 
with a native. In number three the native spears a white 
man and hangs for it under the direction of the Governor. 
Last scene of all a white man shoots a native and swings into 
eternity with the Governor again directing operations. That 
the natives could understand all this is open to strong doubt, 
and in any event if they did they would not have believed it 
for though they had seen their feUows hang for the kiUings 
of white men, they had yet to see a white man hang for the 
numerous murders of their own kind. 
FAILURE OF RESERVATIONS 
Arthur's attempt to set up what amounted to Reservations 
for the Tasmanians faUed because of its very unintelUgibUity 
to them. As Plomley says: 
"AU this was meaningless to the natives, but it gave the 
settlers more and more freedom to murder them and to do 
everything they could to wipe them out; and it appeased 
the consciences of the rulers."^" 
MelvUle relates a conversation between Black Tom, a 
Tasmanian brought up by a Mrs. E. Hodgson, and the 
Governor about the Demarcation Proclamation. Tom is 
shrewd in his assessment of the position—the loss of hunting 
grounds, the indiscriminate killings by the whites and when 
48. MelviUe, pp. 76-82; West, Vol. II, pp. 27/8. 
49. West, Vol. II, p. 28. 
50. Plomley, p. 29. 
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the Governor suggests prison for the natives who won't stay 
where they are put Tom retorts, "/ nebber like dat way. You 
better kill it right out."^^ 
THE LAST PHASE 
"In looking at these orders and proclamations," says West, 
"it is impossible to regard them in any other light than as 
plans of military operation."^^ He is right in that they mark 
the opening stages of the last phase of the "Black War," 
which started with Lieutenant Moore's ill-judged action back 
in May 1804. From the provision of military guards in 
November 1827 and the Demarcation Proclamation of 15 
April 1828 it was but a step to the proclamation of Martial 
Law against the natives on 1 November 1828 in the settled 
districts .^ ^ MelviUe asserts that the effect of the proclama-
tion of martial law was, to destroy, within twelve months 
after its publication, more than two-thirds of the Tasmanians 
then remaining.^" This, despite the proclamation's terms 
relative to the sparing of tribes which may surrender them-
selves and the direction that defenceless women and children 
be invariably spared. 
CAPTURING FORAYS 
After the passing of the martial law efforts were made to 
capture the chiefs of the warrior tribes. Parties of civilians 
aided by soldiers scoured the bush for natives; if the latter 
were found, their treatment depended on the leader of the 
party hunting them; in some cases they were aU shot or 
brained by musket butts—other more merciful leaders cap-
tured them and brought them in to Hobart to await disposal 
by the Executive Council. The latter leaders included Gilbert 
Robertson and John Batman (the founder of Melbourne in 
later years), whose humanity was remarked upon at the time 
and subsequently. Unfortunately, on the principle that one 
cannot make an omelette without breaking eggs, the captures 
effected were, in many cases, effected after there had been 
some casualties suffered by the natives." 
In 1829, the aborigines adopted "a new system of 
revenge." It was generally believed they were taught by some 
of the runaway convicts to destroy by fire the stacks and 
houses of the settlers—they also occasionally burnt standing 
ripe crops.^* 
51. Melville, pp. 80-82. 
52. West, Vol. II, p. 27. 
53. Melville, pp. 82-87; West, Vol. II, p. 28; Bischoff, pp. 194-197. 
54. Melville, pp. 86/7. 
55. Melville, pp. 84/5; West, Vol. II, pp. 28-32; Bischoff, pp. 238/9. 
56. Melville, p. 93; West, Vol. II, p. 40. 
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In September 1829, in view of the small number of natives 
brought in, as against the numbers known to have been kiUed 
Arthur directed the Colonial Secretary to address a circular 
to police magistrates, impressing upon them that any natives 
who surrendered or were captured must be treated with 
humanity and defenceless women and children invariably 
spared." 
ATTEMPTS AT CONCILIATION 
However, it must not be overlooked that whUst on the 
one hand Arthur was trying to prevent the natives from 
attacking the settlers and in furtherance of this was attempt-
ing the capture of them, on the other hand he was seeking to 
conciliate them. From AprU 1828 he sought to concUiate 
the Bruny Island tribe and on 7 March 1829 a Government 
Notice appeared in both the Hobart Town Gazette and 
Hobart Town Courier calling for applications for the posi-
tion of storekeeper (the official designation) at Bruny Island, 
but requiring the applicant to reside there and "take an 
interest in effecting an intercourse with this unfortunate 
race." The salary offered was £50 per annum together with 
rations. Nine applications were received, including that of 
George Augustus Robinson, who, however, expressed doubt 
as to whether he could support his wife and six children on 
the salary offered. Robinson was obviously the best appUcant 
and the Government appointed him on 21 March 1829 at a 
salary of £100 per annum with a single ration of provision.^* 
TRUGANINI, LAST OF HER RACE 
It was at Bruny Island on 4 April 1829 he met Truganini 
(Trugernanna), a female aged 17 years, destined to be the 
last of her race to live out her life in Tasmania, and the 
devoted ally of Robinson in his "Friendly Missions" of the 
next six years. She also had suffered from the tragedies of 
her race; the whites had murdered her relatives and infected 
her with syphUis. Even after death, tragedy pursued her; 
despite promises to sink her body in the deep waters of 
Birch's Bay, her skeleton is now an anatomical specimen in 
the Hobart Museum.^' 
It was also at Bruny Island that Robinson made the first 
genuine attempt by any European to gain fluency in the 
native language.*" The basic knowledge obtained was, despite 
57. Plomley, p. 31. 
58. Plomley, pp. 29, 50/1; West, Vol. II, pp. 55/6; Bischoff, p. 237. 
59. Plomley, p. 55 et passim; GrenfeU Price, p. 10; K. R. Von StiegUtz, Six 
Pioneer Women of Tasmania, pp. 27-31. 
60. Plomley, pp. 55-61 et passim; West, Vol. II, p. 56. 
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differences of dialect, to stand him in good stead in the years 
to come during which he greatly increased his proficiency in 
the language. 
COMMITTEE APPOINTED 
On 9 November 1829 Arthur directed a Committee com-
prising the Colonial Treasurer (Jocelyn Thomas), the Chief 
Police Magistrate (P. A. Mulgrave), the Colonial Surgeon 
(James Scott) and the Port Officer (Samuel HiU) to con-
sider whether Bruny Island was suitable for a permanent 
settlement for the aborigines, and if not to recommend 
another site. This Committee, the Rev. William Bedford and 
Rev. James Norman being added, was on 24 December 1829 
asked to form a standing committee for regulating the care 
and treatment of the captured aborigines and for suggesting 
measures of conciliation calculated to bring about a perma-
nent friendly intercourse between the native tribes and the 
colonists. By direction the Committee enquired into the 
origin of the hostility of the Tasmanians against the colonists 
and considered measures to be adopted to check the devas-
tation of property and destruction of human lives occasioned 
by the state of warfare which has so extensively prevaUed. 
The evidence of a number of settlers and others was heard, 
and on 19 March 1830 the Committee, which by then had 
acquired Archdeacon W. G. Broughton as its chairman, 
reported to the Governor. It had little to say that was new 
and most of its recommendations were concerned with the 
protection of the settlers from attack by the natives. 
SETTLERS "WHITEWASHED" 
The report whitewashed the settlers and the government 
and admonished the convict class and the natives. What had 
been said about conciliation was considered especially praise-
worthy. Those who gave evidence were extirpationists almost 
to a man. From that time most matters relating to the abori-
gines were remitted to the Committee for its opinion. From 
time to time there were changes in personnel, but the Com-
mittee became, in fact, a government body administering 
native affairs. Robinson considered the Committee to be 
unsympathetic towards him. His main complaint was that it 
knew nothing about the aborigines. Dr. Plomley thinks that 
this is, on the whole, fair criticism; it resulted in decisions 
being made which hindered Robinson's work of conciliation, 
decisions based upon statements made by those assuming a 
knowledge of the natives, which they did not possess, or 
concerned only in the advancement of their own affairs.*' 
61. Plomley, pp. 98-100; West, Vol. H, p. 58; Bischoff, pp. 197-231. 
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So much for conciliation for the present. Let us return to 
the "miUtary operations." 
REWARDS FOR CAPTURE 
The final development of the system of roving parties to 
capture the natives took place in February 1830, when 
rewards were offered. These rewards were £5 for every 
adult and £2 for every child, whUe convicts who effected 
captures were to receive indulgences. To offer rewards may 
have provided an incentive to bring in the natives alive, but 
it certainly increased the risk that many would be killed in 
order to bring about the capture of a few.*^  
Dr. Plomley, assessing the system of roving parties, is of 
the view that it benefited a number of persons; they were 
rationed and clothed by the government, and di(l what they 
pleased so long as they showed occasional signs of activity. 
Whether they caught any natives or not they were rewarded 
and got into the Lieutenant-Governor's good graces either as 
patriotic citizens or as convicts worthy of indulgence.*^ 
"BLACK LINE" FORMED 
In September 1830 Arthur determined to try a movement 
en masse, and by the united force of the entire population, 
to drive the tribes within Tasman's Peninsula—an area joined 
to the mainland by a neck about one quarter of a mile in 
breadth. A fresh declaration of martial law was proclaimed 
on 1 October 1830, and the minutely planned operation set 
out in a Government Order of 25 September 1830 swung 
into effect on 7 October. The order is too long to reproduce 
here or as an Appendix. It appears as a footnote (in small 
print) occupying the better part of eight pages in Melville's 
History (pp. 101-108) should anyone be interested in read-
ing it. 
The "Black Line" as it was called consisted of a cordon 
of troops, settlers and convicts extended along a front from 
the Mersey River in the west to St. Patrick's Head on the 
east coast. It took in Quamby Bluff, the Macquarie River 
at the junction of the Lake River with it, thence down the 
south bank of the Macquarie to its junction with the Eliza-
beth River, thence to Campbell Town, thence north and east 
to the South Esk River and thence to the east coast. 
ALMOST 3,000 IN FIELD 
Upwards of 3,000 people were in the field and Hobart and 
Launceston appeared nearly deserted. Too many amateur 
62. West, Vol. II, pp. 40-42; Plomley, p. 31. 
63. Plomley, p. 31. 
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soldiers and a difficult terrain precluded a smooth operation 
and left gaps from time to time through which the natives 
slipped, although a few frontal attacks and confrontations 
eventuated. To many the Line operations represented a wel-
come break from the daily routine. Botanist Robert Law-
rence seized the opportunity for extending his botanical col-
lection and doing a little zoological research. Surveyor John 
Helder Wedge, with his feUow surveyors Scott and Sharland, 
undertook the Commissariat duties. Unfortunately there are 
pages missing from Wedge's Diaries covering the period July 
to December 1830, except for a sketch of a man in soldier's 
uniform carrying a sword, and the head, shoulders and fore-
legs of a horse. Coming from the soldier's lips are the words 
"Forward my brave boys! I'll stop back and observe the 
motions of the enemy." A satirical reference, perhaps, to the 
activities of the Black Line. About seven weeks later every-
one returned home tired, but happy in the thought that they 
had been the guests of the Government for that length of 
time. Four or five of the Line were killed in accidents and 
two natives (a man and a boy) were captured—the man 
subsequently escaped. Whilst the cost has been variously 
calculated from £30,000 to £35,000, the money was at least 
spent in the colony, mostly on colonial products, and in a 
short space of time; so the colonial economy did reap some 
benefits.*". 
A SENSELESS UNDERTAKING 
Dr. Plomley finds it strange that Arthur should have got 
involved in so senseless an undertaking. Probably a crisis 
had been reached in the relationships between him and the 
settlers over the failure to resolve the clash with the natives, 
and Arthur had to demonstrate that he was doing aU he 
could. This new scheme had the advantage that it would 
involve a good many of the settlers directly, thus showing 
them just how difficult it was to get rid of the natives. If it 
were successful everyone would be satisfied, if unsuccessful 
the Governor would have made the settlers see the difficulties 
and they would have a consolation prize of money in their 
pockets. The result happened to be of benefit to the natives, 
even though there were now very few of them left, because 
it made the idea of conciliation less objectionable to the 
settlers and therefore helped to promote the work that was 
reaUy begun in March 1829, when Robinson made the first 
64. Melville, pp. 99-120; West, Vol. II, pp. 45-55; Bischoff, pp. 236-248; Van 
Diemen's Land Correspondents—Letters to Sir WUliam J. Hooker from 
inter alia R. W. Lawrence, pp. 11/12; The Diaries of John Helder Wedge 
1824-1835, p. 64; Plomley, pp. 31, 32, 50. 
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friendly contacts with the natives since the French explorers 
had visited them.*^ 
LIST OF ATROCITIES 
Even though the work of conciliation from then on pro-
ceeded apace, Robinson could not be everywhere at once and 
1831 saw its quota of settlers murdered by the natives. As 
a matter of interest, I reproduce the "official list of atrocities 
committed by the natives" in 1830 and 1831, taken from 
West's History, as my Appendix II.** 
The captured natives between 1831 and 1835 totalled 201. 
Prior to 1831 no record had been preserved. They were 
taken first to Gun Carriage Island, but this proving unsuit-
able an establishment was set up at Wybaleena, Flinders 
Island, where they remained until 1847, when the 45 then 
remaining were brought to Oyster Bay near Hobart. That the 
final decline and extinction was rapid is evidenced by the 
foUowing table: 
Return of Aborigines at Flinders Island, Deaths, etc. 
Died Escaped 
5 — 
40 3 
14 — 
14 — 
73 3 
The numbers were: In 1836, 123; in 1838, 82; in 1847, 
45." 
By 1876 they were extinct in Tasmania. 
SORRY STORY OF GENOCIDE 
Despite the title of this paper a much wider field has had 
to be covered to put the events of the years 1827 to 1830 
in their proper context. It is a sorry story of genocide, but 
we must not forget that we are looking at it after a century 
of increasingly liberal ideas in relation to race and colour 
and also through the kaleidoscope of those same ideas. 
The brutishness of the British of the eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries (a state of affairs by no means exclusive 
to their nation) was not confined to their relations with 
65. Plomley, p. 32. 
66. West, Vol. II, pp. 42-44. 
67. West, Vol. II, p. 71. 
Date 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
Captured 
54 
68 
42 
20 
17 
201 
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allegedly inferior races; their own people who lacked the 
position, money, power or authority to save them could be 
treated in the same way. Their own leader referred to the 
men who beat Napoleon and his marshals as "the scum of 
the earth." The Victorian liberals had to fight to get the 
women and children out of the coal mines and other lethal 
occupations. Therefore, in context, what happened to the 
Tasmanoids was not unusual. A race that up to then enjoyed 
such sports as bear baiting, cock fighting and the tearing to 
pieces of stags and foxes in the hunt would place very little 
value on the lives of what appeared to be a sub-human 
species, "less than animals"; especially when their own lives 
were held of such small account by their fellows. 
HAVE WE ADVANCED? 
But even after the century of exposure to liberal ideas, 
have we advanced so very much? The race problems of 
today present disturbing and disheartening aspects. The 
brave souls who try to intermingle the races, merely earn 
the contempt of both. No present answer to these problems 
appears to exist; perhaps some day some Government will be 
brave enough to attempt to give more than Up service to the 
ideal of racial integration. In the meantime, what is going on 
despite protestations to the contrary tempts one to consider 
things in the light of the old Italian proverb about the 
Borgias—"Alexander never did what he said and Cesare 
never said what he did." 
APPENDIX I 
The Demarcation Proclamation 
By His Excellency Colonel George Arthur, Lieutenant-Governor 
of the Island of Van Diemen's Land and its Dependencies. 
A Proclamation 
Whereas at and since the primary settlement of this Colony various 
acts of aggression, violence and cruelty have been, from different 
causes, committed on the Aboriginal inhabitants of the island by 
subjects of His Majesty; And Whereas, for the preventing and 
punishing of such sanguinary and wicked practices, it was by a 
certain general Order, made by Colonel David Collins, then 
Lieutenant-Governor of this island and its dependencies, at Govem-
ment House, Hobart Town, on the 29th day of January, 1810, 
declared "that any person whosoever who should offer violence to 
a Native, or should in cold blood murder, or cause any of them to 
be murdered, should, on proof being made of the same, be dealt 
with and proceeded against as if such violence had been offered or 
murder committed on a civilized person": and it was also, by a 
certain Proclamation made and issued by me, as such Lieutenant-
Governor as aforesaid, at Govemment House, Hobart Town, on the 
29th day of June, 1824, after reciting the command of His Majesty's 
Government, and the injunction of His Excellency the Governor-in-
Chief, that the natives of this Colony and its dependencies should 
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be considered as under British government and protection, declared, 
that every violation of the laws in the persons or property of the 
Natives, should be visited with the same punishment as if committed 
on the persons or property of any settler; and all magistrates and 
peace officers, and others His Majesty's subjects in this Colony, were 
thereby strictly required to observe and enforce the provisions of 
that Proclamation; And Whereas the aborigines did not only defend 
themselves and retaliate on the offenders, but did also, subsequently 
to the Order and Proclamation aforesaid, and notwithstanding the 
recital, declarations, and requisition mentioned, perpetrate frequent 
unprovoked outrages on the persons and property of the settlers in 
this island, and their servants, being British subjects, and did indulge 
in the repeated commission of wanton and barbarous murders and 
other crimes; for the repression of which, as also for the prevention 
of further offences by either of the said parties, instructions, direc-
tions and injunctions were promulgated, for general information, and 
for the especial guidance of the civil authorities and the military 
forces, by the Government Notices of the 29th of November, 1826, 
29th of November, 1827, respectively. And Whereas those several 
measures have proved ineffectual to their objects and the persons 
employed in the interior of this island as shepherds and stock-keepers, 
or on the coast as sealers, do still, as is represented, occasionally 
attack and injure aboriginal Natives, without any authority, and the 
Aborigines have, during a considerable period of time, evinced, and 
are daily evincing, a growing spirit of hatred, outrage and enmity, 
against the subjects of His Majesty, resident in this Colony, and are 
putting in practice modes of hostility, indicating gradual though slow 
advances in art, system and method, and utterly inconsistent with the 
peaceable pursuits of civilized society, the most necessary arts of 
human subsistence, or the secure enjoyment of human life. 
And Whereas, on the one hand, the security and safety of all who 
have entrusted themselves to this country on the faith of British 
protection, are imperatively required by the plainest principle of justice; and, on the other hand, humanity and natural equity, equally 
enforce the duty of protecting and civilizing the aboriginal in-
habitants. 
And Whereas, the Aborigines wander over extensive tracts of 
country, without cultivating or permanently occupying any portion 
of it, making continual predatory incursions on its settled districts, 
a state of living alike hostile to the safety of the settler and to the 
amelioration of their own habits, character and condition. 
And Whereas, for the purposes of protecting all classes and orders 
of persons in this island and its dependencies; of bringing to an end, 
and preventing the criminal and iniquitous practice hereinbefore 
described, by whomsoever committed; of preserving, instructing and 
civilizing of the Aborigines, and of leading them to habits of labor, 
industry and settled life, it is expedient, by legislative enactment of 
a permanent nature, to regulate and restrict the intercourse between 
the white and the coloured inhabitants of this Colony, and to allot 
and assign certain specified tracts of land to the latter for their 
exclusive benefit and continued occupation. 
And Whereas, with a view to the attainment of those ends, a 
negotiation with certain chiefs of aboriginal tribes has been planned; 
but some prompt and temporary measures are instantly called for, 
not merely to arrest the march, but entirely to cut off the causes and 
occasions of plunder and crime, and to save the further waste of 
property and blood; and it has therefore become indispensably neces-
sary to bring about a temporary separation of the coloured from the 
British population of this territory, and that therefore the coloured 
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inhabitants should be induced by peaceful means to depart or should 
otherwise be expelled by force from all the settled districts therein. 
Now Therefore I, the Lieutenant-Governor aforesaid, in pursuance 
and in exercise of the powers and authorities in me vested in this 
behalf, do hereby notify, that for the purpose of effecting the 
separation required, a line of military posts will be forthwith 
stationed and established along the confines of the settled districts 
within which the Aborigines shall and may not, until further order 
made, penetrate, or in any manner or for any purpose, save as herein-
after specially permitted; And I do hereby strictly command and 
order all Aborigines immediately to retire and depart from, and for 
no reason, or on no pretence, save as hereinafter provided, to 
re-enter such settled districts, or any portions of land cultivated and 
occupied by any person whomsoever, under the authority of His 
Majesty's Government, on pain of forcible expulsion therefrom, and 
such consequences as may be necessarily attendant on it. And I Do 
Hereby direct and require all magistrates, and other persons by them 
authorised and deputed to conform themselves to the directions and 
instructions of this my Proclamation, in effecting the retirement or 
expulsion of the Aborigines from the settled districts of this territory. 
And I do further authorise and command all other persons whom-
soever His Majesty's civil subjects in this Colony, to obey the direc-
tions of the civil, and aid and assist the military power (to whom 
special orders adapted to situations and circumstances, will be given), 
in furtherance of the provisions hereof, and to resort to whatever 
means a severe and inevitable necessity may dictate and require for 
carrying the same into execution; subject, however, to the following 
rules, instructions, restrictions and conditions: 
1. Lands, the property of the Crown and unlocated or adjoining 
remote and scattered stock-huts, are not to be deemed settled districts, 
or portions of land cultivated or occupied within the meaning of this 
Proclamation. 
2. All practicable methods are to be employed for communicating 
and making known the provisions of this Proclamation to the Abori-
gines, and they are to be persuaded to retire beyond the prescribed 
limits, if that be possible. 
3. On failing of this expedient last mentioned capture of their 
persons, without force, is to be attempted, and if effected, the 
prisoners are to be treated with the utmost humanity and compassion. 
4. Whenever force cannot be avoided, it is to be resorted to, and 
employed with the greatest caution and forbearance. 
5. Nothing herein contained shall aufthorise, or be taken to 
authorise, any settler or settlers, stock-keeper or stock-keepers, sealer 
or sealers, to make use of force (except for necessary self-defence) 
against any Aboriginal, without the presence and directions of a 
magistrate, military officer, or other person of respectability named 
and deputed to this service by a magistrate of which class a numerous 
body will be appointed in each district; and any unauthorised act of 
aggression or violence committed on the person or property of an 
Aboriginal shall be punished as hereinbefore declared; and all Abori-
gines are hereby invited and exhorted to inform and complain to 
some constituted authority, of any such misconduct or ill-treatment 
in order to its coercion and punishment. 
6. Nothing herein contained shall prevent the Aborigines from 
travelling annually (according to their custom), until their habits 
shall have been rendered more regular and settled, through the 
cultivated or occupied parts of the Island, to the sea coast, in quest 
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of shell-fish for sustenance, on condition of their respective leaders 
being provided with a general passport, under my hand and seal, 
arrangements for which form a part of the intended negotiation. 
Given under my hand and seal, at Government House, Hobart 
Town, this fifteenth day of April, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight. 
(Signed) George Arthur (L.S.) 
By his Excellency's command. 
(Signed) J. Burnett 
God Save the King! 
APPENDIX II 
Official List of Atrocities Committed by the Natives. 
1830—January 1: William Smith, in the employ of —. Triffet, jun., 
killed near the River Ouse. Piper's hut, at Bark Hut plains, broken 
open and plundered of a musket, blankets, sugar, etc. Captain 
Clark's hut, at Bark Hut Plains, robbed, and his house entered by 
natives. February 1: Mr. Brodie's hut, near the Clyde, \yas attacked 
while he was in it; he was speared in several parts of his body, but 
not mortally; they stole blankets, tea, sugar, etc. 9th: Mr. Mazetti's 
hut robbed; Lawrence Dering, servant to Mr. Bell, killed. 11th: Mr. 
Bell's house and servants attacked on Great Jordan Lagoon; the 
natives kept at bay from the house, but one man received a spear 
through the thigh. Mr. Hopley murdered about a mile from Mr. 
Belt's; James McCarthy desperately wounded. 12th: Mr. Howell's 
dwelling hut burned, Mrs. Howell and her children narrowly escaping 
the flames. Twenty of Mr. Espie's sheep killed and maimed. Mr. 
Thomson's hut attacked by forty or fifty. Mr. Paterson's shepherd 
pursued by the natives. 17th: John Bluchaby and Philip Norboy 
killed at Dysart parish, Oatlands, at noon day. Lawrence Murray, 
servant to Mr. Bell, killed. A child killed at Bagdad, near the road 
side. 20th: Mr. M'Rae's house, near Bothwell, plundered of flour, 
and within a mile of the military station, at Bothwell. Mr. Sherwin's 
house burned to the ground, with the greater part of his property; 
his servants' hut and fences also consumed. Tlie Weazle Plains hut 
burned down; a black man wounded, in the act of setting fire to it. 
22nd: Captain Clark's barn and corn stacks consumed, containing 
1,200 bushels of grain. 
March 2: A hut, near Captain Clark's, fired. A hut, at Davis' 
Marsh, plundered. 9th: A mob of natives appeared at Captain 
Smith's hut, at his run; a part of them killed 100 of his sheep. 10th: 
Piper's hut fired, and partly destroyed. 11th: Captain Wood's hut, at 
Poole's Marsh, robbed. Mr. Jones' hut. Side Line Marsh, threatened. 
Mr. Bidee's hut attacked; also Mr. Thomson's stock hut, and Mr. 
Brodribbs, at the Black Marsh. Mr. Denholme's hut, at the same 
place, attacked, and his servant speared. 13th: M'Gennis' hut, Rich-
mond district, plundered of muskets, powder, and ball, and every-
thing of value in the house. 15th: A hut, near the mouth of the 
Carlton River, attacked, a man and woman dangerously wounded; 
four spear wounds, and a cut on the head, supposed mortal. Another 
woman speared through the arm. 19th: About 40 natives attacked 
the house of Mr. Brodribb, Black Marsh: they were divided into small 
parties, and made their attacks simultaneously: one man speared. 
On their being driven back, they proceeded to the hut of Mr. Thom-
son, which they robbed of everything in it. On the same day, a man 
was speared in bed, at E. Danoven's, Black Marsh. 
April 1: John Rayner speared in several places, and dreadfully 
beaten by natives, at Spring Bay. 
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May 18: Mr. Lord's hut, at Eastern Marshes, attacked; of two men 
in it, one was dangerously speared, and the other dreadfully beaten. 
The natives then plundered the hut, and retired. 
June 1: Mr. Sherwin's hut, Weazel Plains, plundered by the natives. 
15th: The aborigines plundered the Den hut on the Lake River, of 
everything in it, and murdered Mary Daniels, and her two infants, 
in cold blood. 
August 7: S. Stockman's hut, Green Pounds, plundered by natives. 
9th: The tent of Mr. Sharland (Surveyor), and his men, robbed of 
muskets, powder, and shot, by the natives; on the same day, govern-
ment hut, between Bothwell and Blue-hill, robbed by natives, as well 
as the houses of Mr. Wood and Mr. Pitcairn. A man servant of 
Mr. Barrs, wounded. About forty natives met by Mr. Howell's 
party; a woman wounded. 23rd: The huts of J. Connell and Mr. 
Robertson attacked; the latter plundered. Mr. Sutherland's shepherds 
attacked, and their arms taken; one of them speared; arms taken 
from Mr. Taylor's hut. 24th: James Hooper killed, and his hut 
plundered of everything in it. The huts of Lieutenant Bell and Watts 
attacked by natives, who were repulsed from both. 
September 8: Captain Clark's shepherd attacked, but escaped. 
13th: One man killed, and one man wounded, by the natives, on the 
banks of the Tamar. 14th: A man, employed by govemment at the 
lime kilns, near Bothwell, chased by natives, but escaped. 18th: A 
private, of the 63rd regiment, killed by natives: two sawyers speared, 
one of whom died of his wounds. 27th: Francis Broken speared and 
killed. 28th: Three men, at Major Grey's, wounded by natives, and 
one dangerously wounded with stones. 30th: Mr. G. Scott's house 
attacked by a mob of natives; they speared one man, and killed 
another—the body of whom they threw into the river. They ran-
sacked the house of everything they could find, and even went up-
stairs, and broke the doors open—a proceeding to which they had 
never before resorted. They took away blankets, shirts, sheets, 
knives, 600 or 700 lb. of flour (which they tied up), half a basket of 
tobacco, 100 lb. of sugar, a bag of tea, and a considerable quantity 
of slop clothing: so great ingenuity was displayed in the attack, that 
for some time it was supposed that Europeans had conducted it. On 
the same day, the natives plundered a hut, opposite to Mr. Scott's, 
of all the tea, sugar, flour, and bedding, that were in it. 
October 16: The settlement at Sorell attacked by natives: one 
severely wounded; four houses plundered of blankets, flour, tea and 
sugar, and clothes of every description. 18th: Captain Stewart's shep-
herd wounded by spears, and Mr. Guildas, a settler, killed by two 
spear wounds. 19th: Natives showed themselves on the farms of 
Messrs. Gatehouse and Gordon, and attacked the house of Mr. 
Gough, whom they wounded severely. 
November 16: Two huts robbed on the Ouse. 18th: Captain 
Wight's shepherd killed by natives; dreadfully mangled twenty-seven 
sheep. A hut on the South Esk attacked by natives: everything 
portable sent off. 
February 3, 1831: The natives attacked Mr. Bursby's house, on 
the Tamar; speared Mr. Wallace in several parts of the body, and 
inflicted several severe and dangerous wounds on his head: they 
likewise wounded a child. The hut of AUright attacked by them; 
plundered of everything it had in it. The hut of Mr. Sutherland, 
North Esk, robbed: three horses speared, three others wounded. A 
woman, jiamed M'Haskell, killed at Retreat, near Westbury: house 
robbed of 300 lb. of flour, knives and forks, blankets, chest of tea, 
100 lb. of sugar, tobacco, two casks of butter, three muskets, and 
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powder. 7th: Stewart's house attacked by natives, who were beaten 
off. 
March 8: Two sawyers attacked by natives; severely wounded. 
Two huts, near New Norfolk, plundered. 12th: Mrs. Cunningham's 
hut, at East Arm, robbed by natives: she and the child wounded, 
very dangerously. 21st: Mr. Lawrence's servant murdered, and three 
men dangerously wounded by the natives, on Norfolk Plains. 
April 5: J. Ralton speared through the body, whilst at work split-
ting wood. 6th: N. Fitzgerald speared twice through the body, whilst 
sitting reading at the door of his cottage; the house plundered by the 
natives of guns, blankets, and other things. 7th: The same house 
again attacked. 
May 10: Hut on Patrick's Plains, containing government stores, 
burnt to the ground, by natives. Mr. Kemp's establishment, at Lake 
Sorell, attacked by a considerable mob of natives: the firearms 
carried away, buildings totally consumed by fire; two men murdered, 
and one wounded. 
June 6: Several huts attacked, near Hunter's Hill; J. Triffets 
speared. Mr. Baretti's hut robbed, likewise Mrs. Bell's, of everything 
in it, and the wife of N. Long murdered. Mr. Clark's hut plundered. 
September 5: Thomas Smith, hut-keeper, at Tapsly, murdered: hut 
plundered. John Hignston speared, and hut robbed; four sawyers' 
huts robbed. 7th: B. B. Thomas, Esq., and his overseer, Mr. Parker, 
murdered near Port Sorell, by a mob of natives, whilst, actuated by 
the most humane views, they were endeavouring to carry the con-
ciliatory measures of government into effect. Mr. Thomas had 
received ten spear wounds, and Mr. Parker eleven. Stocker's hut 
desperately attacked: a child wounded; a man, named Cubit, speared. 
22nd: Mr. Dawson's hut, on Brushy Plains, attacked, and his servant 
severely beaten with waddies. 23rd: Mr. Dawson's servant, Hughes, 
severely beaten by natives, nearly losing his life. 
October 3: The natives, having possession of firearms, attacked 
and robbed the premises of Constable Bird, and plundered the house 
of Mr. Amos, jun. 
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